
Common Core 4-5 Text Exemplars 

Exemplar Stories – “Zlateh the Goat.” 
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The snow fell for three days, though after the first day it was not as thick and the wind quieted 
down. Sometimes Aaron felt that there could never have been a summer, that the snow had 
always fallen, ever since he could remember. He, Aaron, never had a father or mother or 
sisters. He was a snow child, born of the snow, and so was Zlateh. It was so quiet in the hay that 
his ears rang in the stillness. Aaron and Zlateh slept all night and a good part of the day. As for 
Aaron’s dreams, they were all about warm weather. He dreamed of green fields, trees covered 
with blossoms, clear brooks, and singing birds. By the third night the snow had stopped, but 
Aaron did not dare to find his way home in the darkness. The sky became clear and the moon 
shone, casting silvery nets on the snow. Aaron dug his way out and looked at the world. It was 
all white, quiet, dreaming dreams of heavenly splendor. The stars were large and close. The 
moon swam in the sky as in a sea. 


