
Common Core 4-5 Text Exemplars 

Exemplar Stories – The Black Stallion  
 
Farley, Walter. The Black Stallion. New York: Random House Books for Young Readers, 2008. 
(1941)  
From Chapter 1: “Homeward Bound”  
 
The tramp steamer Drake plowed away from the coast of India and pushed its blunt prow into 
the Arabian Sea, homeward bound. Slowly it made its way west toward the Gulf of Aden. Its 
hold was loaded with coffee, rice, tea, oil seeds and jute. Black smoke poured from its one 
stack, darkening the hot cloudless sky.  
 
Alexander Ramsay, Jr., known to his friends back home in New York City as Alec, leaned over 
the rail and watched the water slide away from the sides of the boat. His red hair blazed redder 
than ever in the hot sun, his tanned elbows rested heavily on the rail as he turned his freckled 
face back toward the fast-disappearing shore. 


