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From Chapter 14 
 
She said she was going to give me some books and that I not only must read them, I must read 
them aloud. She suggested that I try to make a sentence sound in as many different ways as 
possible. 
 
“I’ll accept no excuse if you return a book to me that has been badly handled.” My imagination 
boggled at the punishment I would deserve if in fact I did abuse a book of Mrs. Flowers’. Death 
would be too kind and brief. 
 
The odors in the house surprised me. Somehow I had never connected Mrs. Flowers with food 
or eating or any other common experience of common people. There must have been an 
outhouse, too, but my mind never recorded it. 
 
The sweet scent of vanilla had met us as she opened the door. 
 
“I made tea cookies this morning. You see, I had planned to invite you for cookies and 
lemonade so we could have this little chat. The lemonade is in the icebox.” 
 
It followed that Mrs. Flowers would have ice on an ordinary day, when most families in our 
town bought ice late on Saturdays only a few times during the summer to be used in the 
wooden ice-cream freezers. 
 
She took the bags from me and disappeared through the kitchen door. I looked around the 
room that I had never in my wildest fantasies imagined I would see. Browned photographs 
leered or threatened from the walls and the white, freshly done curtains pushed against 
themselves and against the wind. I wanted to gobble up the room entire and take it to Bailey, 
who would help me analyze and enjoy it. 


