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Jesse and Eric lived in a cave-an airless two-bedroom apartment in a dank stucco-and-brick 
complex on the outskirts of Caldwell. Two doors down, chickens paraded around the street.  
 
The apartment itself was dominated by two computers that sat across from the front door like 
twin shrines. Everything else-the piles of dirty laundry, the opened Doritos bags, the empty cans 
of generic soda pop, two ratty old chairs, and a moldering beanbag chair-was dispensable, an 
afterthought, props.  
 
Jesse’s computer was a Pentium 11 300, Asus P2B (Intel BX chipset) motherboard; a Matrix 
Milleniurn II AGP; 160 MB SDRAM with a 15.5 GB total hard-drive space; a 4X CD-recorder; 24X 
CD-ROM; a 17-inch Micron monitor. Plus a scanner and printer. A well-thumbed paperback-
Katherine Dunn’s novel Geek Love-served as his mouse pad.  
 
Eric’s computer: an AMD K-6 233 with a generic motherboard; an S3 video card, a 15-inch 
monitor; a 2.5 GB hard drive with 36 MB SDRAM. Jesse wangled the parts for both from work.  
 
They stashed their bikes and then Jesse blasted in through the door, which was always left open 
since he can never hang on to keys, and went right to his PC, which was always on. He yelled a 
question to Eric about the new operating system. “We change them like cartons of milk,” he 
explained. At the moment, he had NT 5, NT 4, Work Station, Windows 98, and he and Eric had 
begun fooling around with Linux, the complex, open-source software system rapidly spreading 
across the world. 


