
Common Core K–1 Text Exemplars 

Exemplar Read-Aloud Stories – Family Pictures  
 
Garza, Carmen Lomas. Family Pictures. San Francisco: Children’s Book Press, 1990. (1990)  
From “The Fair in Reynosa”  
 
My friends and I once went to a very big fair across the border in Reynosa, Mexico. The fair 
lasted a whole week. Artisans and entertainers came from all over Mexico. There were lots of 
booths with food and crafts. This is one little section where everybody is ordering and eating 
tacos.  
 
I painted a father buying tacos and the rest of the family sitting down at the table. The little girl 
is the father’s favorite and that’s why she gets to tag along with him. I can always recognize 
little girls who are their fathers’ favorites.  
 
From “Birthday Party”  
 
That’s me hitting the piñata at my sixth birthday party. It was also my brother’s fourth birthday. 
My mother made a big birthday party for us and invited all kinds of friends, cousins and 
neighborhood kids.  
 
You can’t see the piñata when you’re trying to hit it, because your eyes are covered with a 
handkerchief. My father is pulling the rope that makes the piñata go up and down. He will make 
sure that everybody has a chance to hit it at least once. Somebody will end up breaking it, and 
that’s when all the candies will fall out and all the kids will run and try to grab them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reprinted with permission of the publisher, Children’s Book Press. Excerpts from Family 
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