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Exemplar Poetry – “Celebration”  
 
Lopez, Alonzo. “Celebration.” Song and Dance.  Selected by Lee Bennett Hopkins. Illustrated 
by Cheryl Munro Taylor.  New York: Simon & Schuster, 1997. (1993)  
 
I shall dance tonight.                                                                            
When the dusk comes crawling,                                                                  
There will be dancing  
  and feasting.                                                                           
 
I shall dance with the others        

in circles,  
    in leaps,  
      in stomps.                                                                 
 
Laughter and talk                                                                                                         
Will weave into the night,                                                                 
Among the fires                                                                                                 
  of my people.                                                                                    
 
Games will be played                                                                                    
And I shall be                                                                                               
a part of it.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From WHISPERING WIND by Terry Allen, copyright © 1972 by the Institute of American Indian 
Arts. Used by permission of Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Any additional use of this text, such as for classroom use or curriculum development, requires 
independent permission from Random House, Inc. 


